Mark Henderson’s ‘Geek Manifesto’ and the importance of science in politics

Hundreds of voters really want you to read this book!
Dear <MPs Name here>,

With the summer recess on the horizon, I thought I would send you something for the top of your summer reading list.
Please find enclosed a copy of a new book by Mark Henderson titled “The Geek Manifesto: Why Science Matters”. I
hope you will enjoy it as much as I did.

James Wilsdon, in the Financial Times said:
“The Geek Manifesto is the most compelling, engaging and entertaining account I've read of the relationship
between science and politics.”

Henderson’s book laments the undervalued role of science in British politics, and I personally found it quite
depressing in places. For many MPs, science has become a tool to be exploited when it supports a predetermined
policy position, and an inconvenience to be distorted or discarded when it does not. As Henderson puts it, the cynical
quest for policy-based evidence has trumped the desperate need for evidence-based policy.

But the book is also very positive and inspiring. The state of affairs it laments is not the fault of MPs. It is, at least in
part, the fault of us, the people who value science and evidence based decision making. We “geeks” must engage in
the political process, not stand on the sidelines and moan.

This thinking led me to start a campaign for people to pledge to buy a copy of this book and send it to every MP. Your
book is a result of this campaign. Please take the time to read the book. If the politicians can learn from the geeks and
the geeks can learn from the politicians we will all get wiser and decision making can only improve.

Yours Sincerely
David Watts

2 Broadfold Hall Cottage

Luddenden

Halifax

HX2 6TW

Email: thinker @secondthoughtfortheday.co.uk
Web: http://www.secondthoughtfortheday.co.uk

As I'm sure you are well aware, times are very tough but, despite that, hundreds of ordinary people (voters) have spent
real money to send you these books. These are some of their names:

Robert Wilson Paul Fennell Mark Hayes John Waterworth Martyn Norris
Mark Henderson Linda Ray Laura Thomason Alex Dawn Alan Henness
James O'Malley Sylvia McLain Jo Brodie Adam Smith Prateek Buch
Matt Swain Chris Lindley Dugald Foster David Wardrop Johnnie Shannon
Emlyn Corrin Chris Chambers Sheila Cunliffe Tom Druitt Maria MacLachlan
Gregory Smyth Jonathan Pritchard Bernard Ennis Charlotte Hooson- Bryan Tookey
Kenton Sumner Julie Gould Stephen Curry Sykes Pete Etchells
Robert Williams Mike Agg Stan Blakey Kash Farooq Gergely Cziraki
Nic Gibson Hilary Minor Jon Schneider Alom Shaha Gary Frewin
Tom Crick Simon Singh Andy Gardiner Chris Gerhard Alan Crowe
Elizabeth Lutgendorff Dave Cross Tom Wells Harriet Gliddon Dave Bailes
Athene Donald John Hartwell David Durant James Wilsdon Neil Williams



James Smith
Paul Avis

Trent Burton
Jenny Woods
Dr*T

Adrian Ogden
Ian Scott

Clare Thorpe
Michael Nadasdy
Laurence Burris
Vincent Gauci
Ewan Birney
Matt Parker

Bill Wilkinson
Mun-Keat Looi
Deb Swinney
Trish Hann
Christopher John
Stephenson

Rich Honess
Andrew Beale
Andromeda Wood
Siouxsie Wiles
Andrea Sella
Ned Clack

Tan Sample

Tim McGregor
Bob Watts
Phillipa Mills
Hanne Stinson
Ian Robisnon
Dave Hughes
Matthew Watts
Abigail Amey
Andy Lewis
Lydia Hislop
David Pyle

Lou Woodley
Danny Shisler
Laura Wheeler
mark stokes
Matthew pickering
Clare Harding
Peter English
Rachel Pearce
John Dixon
Adam Stevens
Shane McCracken
Stephen J Henstridge
Graeme Urwin
Euan Monaghan
James Hartt
Greg Jenner
Nathan Masters
Ross Burton
Lasse Storgaard
Dagfinn Ilmari
Mannséker

Rob Smith

Alec Speight
Elliot Beasley
Jack Goode

Roy Gillett

Lisa Thompson
Kostas Karpouzis
Jonathan Jones

Dr Kayt Armstrong
Callum Stone
Joseph Sherlock
Roderick Christopher
Naomi Cunningham
Adam Rutherford
Rosie Harris

Terri Elizabeth Reid
Jan Young

Ian Brooks

John Stabler

Will Garrard

Guy Chapman
Laura Stephen
Stephen Moore
Annabel Huxley
vishal vashisht
Tim Reynolds
Rachit Buch

Liz Hanson
Briony Gunson
Laura Howes
Edward Danvers
Dee Rawsthorne
Heather Martin
Charlotte Newall
James Thomas
Helen Arney

Tom Dewar
caroline krajewski
Tony Terry

Karen Mason
Nick Condon
Irene Hames
Alison Booth
Callum Urquhart
Tom Hartley

Alan Rose

Kevin Monnery
Paul Routledge
Simon Keith Allen
michelle cain

Roz Fox-Bentley
Patrick Collins
Jennifer Lawson
Karen Wright
Nick Posford
Neha Okhandiar
Steven Milne
Stuart G Hall

Duncan.Hull
Matthew Diggins
John Fleming
Nathan Ley
Anna Neville
Chisel Wright
Mark Lynas

Paul Aherne-Conroy
Nigel Small
Mark Hood

Dr Colin D Wright
Mark Phillips
Les Rose®

Dan MacLean
Helen Czerski
Richard Travers
Mike Bradburn
Rachel Milloy
Lynda McKenna
Sarah phillimore
Robert Howatson
Gianfranco Cecconi
Andre Sebastiani
Harley Williams
Dominic Cave
Alan Brookland
Neil Henry
Alistair Frith
Robert Kybird
Anne-Marie Stephani
Lucy Harper
Amy MacLaren
Stuart Nathan
Miles Taylor
Damien Ryan
Ronald Reid
Mark Lorch

Tan Miller

Mary Reid

Peter Varnai
Robin Cottrill

Dr M J Piff
Melanie Byng
Deborah Roberts
Mark Brandon
Julia Maddock
Dr Ewan Kirk
Richard Chiswell
Alex Lambert
@barsteward
Dan Hayes

Lee Symes
@scientelle

Bob Ward
Andrew Hanson
Jo Lee
IncredibleMouse
Jim Smith

Geoffrey Payne
John Pollo

Sean Ellis
Fionnuala Barrett
Lee Thelwell
Adam Reynolds
scott jackson
@kirstyevidence
mark a williams
Dave Donaghy
Gareth Estchild
Susanna Wadeson
Chris Slowe

Jim Frayling
Sarah-Jayne
Blakemore
James Lush

Nik Colman
Nick Sharples
Henry Scowcroft
Ruth Francis
Gareth Richards
Tara Miles

Chris sexton
Neil Turton
David Brook
Niall Jackson
Josh Andrews
Simon Hawkins
William Watts
Jess

Karen James
Kate Jones

Rosie Tooby
Lindsay Gill
Eoin O'Reilly
Melinda Burton
William

Steven Hill
Stephen Parkes
Russell Ellis
Kelly Williams
Karelle Shannon
Sarah Baskerville
SImon Cooper
Tan Mason
Christopher Watts

Ole-Morten Duesund

Richard Firth-
Godbehere
Damai
Dominc Curry
chantel quilton
J Squire

Patrick Chamberlain

Lizzie Blair
Neil Goldsmith
Jessica Watson

Gareth Simkins
Sid Sewell
cecilia lindgren
Nick Condon
Rhys Phillips
Ben Hall
Charles Massey
Ed Long
William Heath
Oliver Collett
Corris

David McBay
Pam Lynch

Jill Fowler
Jonathan Sowler
Nicholas Dransfield
David Kroll

C Clarke

Barry Platt
Alastair Grant
Russell Bulmer
Geoff Ball

Gary Mirams
Linda Goulden
David Jarret
Greg Pearce
Peter Wright
Wadud Miah
Paula Woodward
Nic Croch
William Read
Hamish Loveday
Tim Hubbard
Merete Konnerup
Ellinor Michel



