
Mark Henderson’s ‘Geek Manifesto’ and the importance of science in politics 

 

Hundreds of voters really want you to read this book! 

 

Dear <MPs Name here>, 

 

With the summer recess on the horizon, I thought I would send you something for the top of your summer reading list. 

Please find enclosed a copy of a new book by Mark Henderson  titled “The Geek Manifesto: Why Science Matters”. I 

hope you will enjoy it as much as I did. 

 

James Wilsdon, in the Financial Times said: 

“The Geek Manifesto is the most compelling, engaging and entertaining account I’ve read of the relationship 

between science and politics.” 

 

Henderson’s book laments the undervalued role of science in British politics, and I personally found it quite 

depressing in places. For many MPs, science has become a tool to be exploited when it supports a predetermined 

policy position, and an inconvenience to be distorted or discarded when it does not. As Henderson puts it, the cynical 

quest for policy-based evidence has trumped the desperate need for evidence-based policy. 

 

But the book is also very positive and inspiring. The state of affairs it laments is not the fault of MPs. It is, at least in 

part, the fault of us, the people who value science and evidence based decision making. We “geeks” must engage in 

the political process, not stand on the sidelines and moan. 

 

This thinking led me to start a campaign for people to pledge to buy a copy of this book and send it to every MP. Your 

book is a result of this campaign. Please take the time to read the book. If the politicians can learn from the geeks and 

the geeks can learn from the politicians we will all get wiser and decision making can only improve. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

David Watts 

 

2 Broadfold Hall Cottage 

Luddenden 

Halifax 

HX2 6TW 

Email:  thinker@secondthoughtfortheday.co.uk 

Web:    http://www.secondthoughtfortheday.co.uk 
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